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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

Figures 1 and 2 should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art- because 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Objections 

Claims 1 , 3-9, 11, 12, 13 and 1 4-1 8 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: In claims 1, 3, 4, 8, 9, 15 and 16, line 1, respectively, delete "kind of. In 
claim 3, line 8, claim 9, line 12 and claim 15, line 9, respectively, change "the" before 
"sampling frequency" to -a--. In claim 5, line 3, claim 8, line 4 and claim 9, line 3, 
respectively, change "the" before " back light" to -a-. In claim 6, line 3, and claim 17, 
line 3, respectively, change "the" before "non-igniting state" to -a-. In claim 7, line 3 and 
claim 18, line 3, respectively, change "the" before "electric current" to -an-. In claim 8 
lines 1-2 and claim 9, line 1, respectively, change "a " or "A" to -an— or -An-. In claim 
1 1 , line 2, change "the" before "different intensity" to -a-. In claims 3, 4, 13, 15 and 16, 
line 1, respectively, change "the" before "illuminating apparatus" to -an- . In claim 14, 
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line 2, change "sending" to -creating-. In claim 9, line 12, change "this" before 
"luminance" to -wherein said— and "the" before "sampling frequency" to -a-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 2, 3, 6, 7, 9, 1 1 , 1 2 and 1 7 are objected to because in claim 2, line 2, 
claim 3, line 8, claim 6, line 2, claim 7, line 2, claim 9, line 12, claim 11, line 2, claim 12, 
line 3, and claim 17, line 2, the element "can" is not a positive limitation but only requires 
the ability to so perform. It therefore does not constitute a limitation in any patentable 
sense. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Where applicant acts as his or her own lexicographer to specifically define a term 
of a claim contrary to its ordinary meaning, the written description must clearly redefine 
the claim term and set forth the uncommon definition so as to put one reasonably skilled 
in the art on notice that the applicant intended to so redefine that claim term. Process 
Control Corp. v. HydReclaim Corp., 190 F.3d 1350, 1357, 52 USPQ2d 1029, 1033 (Fed. 
Cir. 1999). The term "the circumstance" in claims 1 , 3, 4, 8, 9, 13, 15 and 16 is used by 
the claim to mean "ambient light directed toward the front of a display screen", while the 
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accepted meaning is "condition" or "event" or "occurrence." The term is indefinite 
because the specification does not clearly redefine the term. 

Claims 2, 5-7, 10-12, 14, 17 and 1 8 are rejected by virtue of their dependencies 
upon the independent claims. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
The claim recites "a status identifying apparatus which can judge whether the state of 
the system itself needs the back light". The examiner's position is that the specification 
does not disclose "a status identifying apparatus" and there is nothing in the 
specification that would suggest how and why "judge whether the state of the system 
itself needs the backlight" is done. Such issue thus raises doubt as to enablement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 13, 14, and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Applicant's admitted prior art, figures 1 and 2. 

As per claims 4 and 16, Applicant's admitted prior art, figure 1, discloses a 
system and method for controlling an [the] illuminating apparatus (140) comprising a 
sensing apparatus (110), a luminance controlling apparatus (120), to thereby control the 
luminous intensity of said illumination apparatus via light source controlling apparatus 
(130), as recited. 

As per claims 1 , 2, 6, 7, 13, 14, 17 and 18, Applicant's admitted prior art, figure 1, 
discloses the claimed invention substantially as explained above. Further, Applicant's 
admitted prior art discloses the light source controlling apparatus (see 130 and also 
Fig. 2) for controlling the luminous intensity of said illuminating apparatus consisting of 
luminaries (L1 -LM) via the luminary controller (S1 -SN & R1 1 -RMN) through igniting the 
corresponding number of the luminaries (L1-LM) by turning ON the selection switches 
(S1-SN) according to the luminance controlling signal received by the selection switches 
(S1-SN) from the luminance controlling apparatus (120); wherein said luminance 
controlling apparatus (120) is capable of controlling whether a luminary should be 
ignited by providing a turning ON signal to the selection switches (S1-SN) based on its 
contribution to the general luminous intensity of said illuminating apparatus; wherein 
said luminance controlling signal from the luminance controlling apparatus (120) is 
capable of making the whole illuminating apparatus (L1 -LM) under a non-ignited state 
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by turning OFF the switches (S1-SN); and wherein said luminance controlling apparatus 
(120) is capable of controlling the luminous intensity of said illuminating apparatus by 
adjusting an electric current passing through the luminaries (L1-LM) via the light source 
controlling apparatus (130 or S1-SN & R11-RMN of Fig.2), thereby adjusting the 
luminance of the illuminating apparatus. 

Claims 4, 5,8, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Helms, Patent No. 5,760,760, cited by Applicant. 

As per claims 4 and 5, Helms discloses in Figs. 1 and 2 a system for controlling 
an [the] illuminating apparatus, i.e., a light source (not shown) positioned behind the 
LCD panel (12) and the keyboard (11a) comprising a sensing apparatus (14) for 
sensing the luminous intensity of a circumstance; a luminance controlling apparatus 
(204) for sending a luminance controlling signal (BC) correspondingly after the analog 
signal disposal (AL) of the luminous intensity of the circumstance received from the 
sensing apparatus (14), to thereby control the luminous intensity of said illumination 
apparatus through line (210); a displaying apparatus (12) which is provided with a 
backlight by said illuminating apparatus or light source and a data inputting apparatus or 
keyboard (11a) which is provided with backlight by said illuminating apparatus or light 
source. 

As per claims 8,10 and 1 1 , Helms discloses in Figs. 1 and 2 an electronic system, comprising: 
an illuminating apparatus , i.e., a light source (not shown) positioned behind the LCD panel 
(12) capable Of including at least two luminaries as backlight; a displaying apparatus (12) which is 
provided with the back light by said illuminating apparatus; and a controlling apparatus (10) for controlling 
said illuminating apparatus, comprising: a sensing apparatus (14) for sensing the luminous intensity of the 
circumstance; a luminance controlling apparatus (204) for sending a luminance controlling signal (BC) 
correspondingly after the disposal of the luminous intensity of the circumstance received from the sensing 
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apparatus (14), and a light source controlling apparatus or backlight driver circuitry (213, not shown) via 
line 210 for controlling the luminous intensity of said illuminating apparatus through igniting the 
corresponding number of the luminaries (as they received power) according to the luminance controlling 
signal (BC) received from the luminance controlling apparatus (204); and a data inputting apparatus or 
keyboard (11a), which is provided with the backlight by said illuminating apparatus or light source; said 
illuminating apparatus or light source capable of having a different intensity for said displaying apparatus 
(12) and said data inputting apparatus (11a or 206) upon adjustment by the luminance controlling 
apparatus (204). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3, 9 and 15 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Shimada, Pub. No. 2002/0109664; Lengyel et al., Patent No. 5,907,222. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Haissa Philogene whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 1827. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M.-6:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Douglas W. Owens can be reached on (571)272-1662. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Haissa Philogene/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2821 



